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SUBJECT: DECEMBER 30 WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE ON RELEASE 
OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF DECEMBER 30 WASHINGTON POST STORY: 

QUOTE, ISLAMABAD, PAKISTAN-THE GOVERNMENT OF GEN. MOHAMMED 
ZIA UL-HAQ ANNOUNCED YESTERDAY THE RELEASE OF 1 1,109 
POLITICAL PRISONERS. THE ANNOUNCEMENT SAID THOSE BEING 
FREED HAD BEEN DETAINED DURING MORE THAN FIVE YEARS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF DEPOSED PRIME MINISTER ZULFIQUAR ALI BHUTTO 
WHO WAS OUSTED BY THE MILITARY IN JULY. THE MAJORITY OF 
PRISONERS RELEASED HAD BEEN DETAINED SINCE SUMMER WHEN THEY 
WERE INVOLVED IN DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST WHAT THEY CLAIMED 
WAS ELECTION RIGGING BY BHUTTO'S FOLLOWERS IN THE MARCH 
VOTING FOR A NATIONAL ASSEMBLY. END QUOTE. 

2. WE ASSUME THAT THIS CONSTITUTES ANNOUNCEMENT OF GRAND 
TOTAL OF RELEASES SINCE MARTIAL LAW REGIME TOOK POWER. 

PLEASE CONFIRM. CHRISTOPHER 
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